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INSIDE:

• STREET YOUTH FROM BANGLADESH 

PLAYING CRICKET AT LORDS

• SWIM TEACHING IN JAMAICA

• POLICE CADETS CYCLING IN GAMBIA

• TRUSTEE AND FOUNDER RUNNING 

HACKNEY HALF-MARATHON

• SHADWELL SAILORS CLIMBING 

KILIMANJARO IN TANZANIA

• DT TEAM RUNNING THE 2019 LONDON 

10K RUN...

• NOT TO MENTION YOUNG VIC DRAMA  

IN BULAWAYO AND SHARING RAP 

IN GHANA…
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TRUST NEWS OVERSEAS VOLUNTEER PROGRAMME

2019 is going to be a very active year 
for Daneford Trust and partners:

Oona King, then the MP for Bethnal 
Green and Bow (now Baroness King) 
and trust patron gave our annual lecture 
in 1999, entitled: ‘Challenges for Youth: 
Global Citizens in the Multi-Cultural 

Society’. She quoted a business person 
who said to her once that their priority 
was to “create a level playing field for 
all”. She replied “that’s very welcome 
but I’m afraid that no primary school 
in Tower Hamlets has a playing field.”  
To this writer’s knowledge, this is still 

overwhelmingly the case and I suspect 
the same applies to secondary schools 
in the borough. 

So, the Daneford Trust is pleased to 
be making a contribution to ‘levelling the 
playing field’ this year, albeit in a very 
small way.

Is the Daneford Trust supporting true 
‘sport for all’ in 2019?!

Four volunteers have completed overseas volunteer work 
placements (OVPs) since our last Newsletter:  Rochelle 
Carthy (Hackney), Akilah Higgins (Enfield); Mia 
Ibrahim-Morris and Beauty Khanom (Newham) all 
went to St Vincent & the Grenadines in the Summer to 
work as learning mentors in various education projects, 
both on St Vincent and Union Islands. They all found 
their experiences very challenging. Akilah is planning to 
return in July 2019 and Mia and Beauty are planning a 
second project for 2020. “I truly found out a lot about 
myself… I realised that I was stronger than I thought I was. 
I even found my independence and knowing that I can 
do anything I put my mind to. I also learnt to trust my gut 

feeling about some of the people and situations I was in.” 
Akilah Higgins, St Vincent, 2018.

Five more people are volunteering overseas in 
September: Jess Leedham (Newham) is planning a 
three-month placement with Youth Creating Change in 
Ghana. Jess has organized a ‘Raise the Roof’ Project in 
April. Sakinah Sutherland-Jones, Chaleke and Tukya 
Campbell (all Hackney) are planning a swim teaching 
project in Jamaica. Akilah Higgins (Enfield) will be helping 
supervise the Danny Scrub Summer School in Union 
Island and she has organised a Quiz Night to raise funds. 
Details of all these projects can be had from the Trust: 
tony@danefordtrust.org or info@danefordtrust.org.

Overseas Volunteer Projects, 2018/19

Since our last Newsletter, our recruitment 
stall has participated in Fresher’s Fairs at 
Hackney, Tower Hamlets and Westminster 
Colleges, Newham Young Mayor’s Fair 
and Sidcup Grammar School. We were 
also invited to participate in Gateway 
Housing Association’s Community Fair, 
a first for us. Thanks to Akilah Higgins, 
James Robinson and Tony Stevens for 
their help with these events.

Please let us know of any other college, 
sixth form or youth and community 
organisation that might like to invite us 
along to give a presentation on the 
opportunities and support we have  
on offer.

A somewhat smaller number of guests and volunteers 
braved the winter weather to join us for the 2018 AGM, 
which was held in St Margaret’s House, Bethnal Green, 
later than usual this year. From the Trustees Report: 
“…The Daneford Trust exists to empower the next 
generation - building bridges within communities, offering 
ladders to opportunity, and supporting young people 
to change the world around them for the better. It is our 
vision that these experiences will empower young people 
to combat prejudice, barriers and injustice which they 
encounter in future life. In an ever-changing environment, 
it is important our work continues - as now more than ever 
- it matters. 

We continue to work with 
teachers, lecturers, youth and 
community practitioners in schools, 
colleges, youth and community 
organisations throughout the 
London Boroughs, and with 
partners in a number of countries. 
We remain unique in our mission 
to actively engage young people 
who may have social, economic 
or cultural barriers to volunteering 
or travelling overseas. Many of the 
young people we have supported 
would not have benefited from 
these experiences if it were not for 
the support of The Daneford Trust. 

The trustees review the 
performance of the Trust regularly. 
During an Away Day that was held late 2017, the Trustees 
pulled together our vision for 2018-20 with a view to 
focusing on three main objectives, which are: Grow our 
income, grow our service, grow our capacity.

We are committed to sustainability, recognising that 
the value of our work is in our ability to make lasting 
change. We are keen to develop new partnerships with 
organisations from across sectors that can support 
us in taking our agenda forward. We passionately and 
unequivocally believe collaboration, participation and 
partnerships with others will assist young people to have 
the best chances, choices and opportunities.

We are a small organisation with big ideas and are 
ambitious for the future. It is our aim that during 2018-19 
we will reach more young people, develop our work in 

supporting groups interested in international volunteering 
projects and plan for groups coming to the UK…”

Trustees Darius Baird, Ayodele Bandele, Cathy 
Bryan, Ed Clayton, Wendy Bisiker, James 
Robinson and Cristiana Tisca continue with us for a 
further year, but sadly we say farewell to Alex McKell, 
Mike Sherriff, Jugal Sharma and book-keeper Zoe 
Marsden. We are truly grateful for all the time and effort 
these folks put in to support the Trust and its work. Mike 
was our Vice-Chair for many years and we will miss him 
especially. We will also miss Zoe who has looked after our 
books with a forensic eye for the last four years.

After formal business, 
overseas volunteers Rochelle 
Carthy, Akilah Higgins, 
Beauty Khanom and Mia 
Morris-Ibrahim gave very 
interesting presentations, 
accompanied with excellent 
images of their time in St Vincent 
& the Grenadines in August-
September 2018. Of special 
interest was an account of their 
time working with the Danny 
Scrub Summer School 
on Union Island, the first time 
Daneford Trust volunteers had  
ever worked there. Yet again, we 
are indebted to the support of 
Yvette Thomas in helping us 
organise these projects.

This was followed by another excellent presentation 
by our special guest Forhad Hossain, the Director 
of Leedo Street Children’s project in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh. His talk, with images about  the work done 
by Leedo with street children was truly remarkable. 
However, of added interest was that Leedo have been 
given the opportunity to represent Bangladesh in the 2019 
Street Child United Cricket World Cup in April/May. 
This will be an exciting event and the Daneford Trust is 
proud to support it, alongside fellow charity Friends of 
Street Children, Bangladesh. Details of this project 
feature elsewhere in this Newsletter.

Copies of the Trust’s 2017 accounts are available from 
the office. It is hoped that the Trust’s 2019 AGM will return 
to July, date and venue to be confirmed.

2018 AGM

2018 AGM l-r Tony Stevens, 
Akilah Higgins, Rochelle Carthy, 
Darius Baird and Yvette Thomas

Akilah 
Higgins

Sakinah 
Sutherland- 

Jones
Beauty

Khanom

Akilsh and James at 
recruitment at Tower 

hamlets college

Rochelle 
Carthy

Jess 
Leedham

Mia Morris 
Ibrahim

All of the volunteers 
mentioned above 
attended our 
annual Autumn 
Seminar held in 
the Albany Centre 
in Lewisham on 
November 2018. 
Participants had 
the opportunity 
to share their 
experiences 
through power 
point presentations.
All  information 
regarding our 
projects is correct 
at time of going to 
print. There may 
well be changes 
over time. If you 
have an interest in 
a particular project, 
please don’t 
hesitate to contact 
the Trust.

Autumn 
Seminar

Recruitment

Tukya 
Campbell

Chelache
Cambell



Nhimbe Trust Arts in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe were 
joined by members of the Young Vic Theatre for their 
second joint drama project this last January. This year 
the project focused on issues raised in the Young Vic’s 
recent hit ‘The Convert’ by Zimbabwe-American actor/
dramatist Danai Guira. “My name is Josiah Mutupa 
and on January 13th 2019 until Jan 28th 2019 I was 
able to travel to Bulawayo, Zimbabwe with 5 other 
people from Southwark/Lambeth to do a theatre 
exchange with 5 other young people from Zimbabwe. 
The trip was organised by the Young Vic’s ‘Taking part’ 
scheme and majority of the funding came from The 
Daneford Trust.

I just wanted to email you guys to say Thank You 
for funding this opportunity because I had the most 
amazing time in Zimbabwe. I made real friendships all 
the Zimbabweans and also the people I came with 
from London. The trip really opened my eyes to the 
beauty of Zimbabwe and all the nature (especially the 
TREES!), we also met so many other amazing people 
at the Amakhosi theatre, where were rehearsing for 
our play. I’m really grateful because I learnt so much 
about the culture and the history of Zimbabwe.

Furthermore, this trip was so special to me because 
my parents are from Zambia, and although I’ve always 
dreamed of going to Africa, I have never been able to 
because it’s way too expensive, but because of your 
generosity I was able to go Zimbabwe and see my 
MotherLand!

All of us from the trip are all still in contact and 
chatting on the whatsapp group. My hope is that one 
day we’ll all be able to meet up again.   
 
Thank you very much. 
Josiah Mutupa.”  

TRUST NEWS TRUST NEWS
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Young Vic group

Young Vic group

Street Children United

2019 is looking like a very exciting year, with the Trust 
supporting at least three excellent youth exchange projects: 

As mentioned above, we were 
hugely excited to hear that 
one of community partners in 
Bangladesh had been offered 
the opportunity to participate 
in the 2019 Street Child 
Cricket World Cup: This is an 
announcement from the Street 
Child United website.

The first Cricket World Cup for street-connected 
children will take place ahead of the 2019 ICC Cricket 
World Cup in England and Wales.

The Street Child Cricket World Cup will unite street children 
from around the world to play in their own international cricket 
tournament to raise awareness and tackle the widespread 
stigma and negative treatment they face. On the pitch, 
10 national teams, both girls and boys, will represent their 
countries. Off the pitch, the young people will make their 
voices heard and make recommendations to help improve the 
lives of street children worldwide. 

We use the power of sport to raise awareness and tackle the 
widespread stigma street children face, inspiring countries, 
governments and communities to better protect, respect and 
support street-connected children worldwide.

The project starts on April 28th and the Bangladesh team of 
four girls and four boys will be led by Leedo Director Forhad 
Hossain. They will join teams from Congo (DRC), India, 
Mauritius, Nepal, Pakistan, Tanzania and the UK in the heats 
to be played in Cambridge from 29th April to 6th May. The finals 
will be held in the MCC Lords Cricket Ground on Tuesday 7th 
May, 10am-4pm. All details can be found on the Street Child 
United Website. Do come along! It is free but numbers are 
limited.

Alongside Friends of Street Children Bangladesh, the 
Daneford Trust are hosting the team for a few extra days, 
notably a fun cricket match against MPs All Party Parliamentary 
Group Team on the afternoon of Thursday 9th May, 2-3pm 
on Victoria Park Gardens, Westminster. The new High 
Commissioner for Bangladesh, HE Saida Muna Tasneem has 
kindly agreed to umpire the game.

Let us know if you can support this project in any way and 
would like to meet the group. Contact Tony Stevens on  
tony@danefordtrust.org.  Meanwhile, watch this space!

Young Vic Theatre and 
Nhimbe Arts, Zimbabwe

Community 
Partnerships/Links

Street Child United  
Cricket World Cup, 2019

A Cricket World Cup for 
street children

Impact beyond the field

10 young people and two leaders from 
Hackney Volunteer Police Cadets 
Bikes2Gambia Project organised their 
annual visit to the Gambia for a cycle repair 
and training project in rural schools in 
the Gambia in March. They will complete 
an ASDAN volunteering accreditation. 
Some will also 
be completing 
their Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Gold 
Awards. News 
of past projects 
can be found on 
their Facebook/
Instagram and 
on You Tube 
networks: We 
look forward to 
meeting them on 
their return.

From Raviene: 
"Today was our final day in the school. 
Me and the other cadets visited all of the 
classrooms and handed out stationary 
that we collected for the children. Seeing 
the facial expression of the children when 
we handed them stickers and a pen was 

priceless as they were so happy  
and grateful.

We all went into one of the classrooms 
that we painted and learnt some new songs 
that they sang during their school day, sadly 
we only managed to learn one new song 
as they sang very fast but we taught them a 

new song as well.
Saying goodbye 

was extremely 
hard as one of 
the little boys at 
the school had a 
good connection 
with me and the 
other cadets and 
when it came to 
putting him down 
it was extremely 
difficult as he 
would not get 
down so his fellow 

school friends helped me put him down.
Going to that school I felt welcomed as  

if I’m a student going there, as when I 
entered the classroom they welcome  
us with a song and a goodbye song  
when we leave.”

Hackney Volunteer Police Cadets: 
2019 Bikes2GambiaCycle Project

Hackney Gambia BIKES

Hackney Gambia BIKES
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Pascal led me for a walk 
through the different 
areas. In this part of 
Mengo, pictured above, 
exists a settlement 
for families affected 
by poverty who may 
pay a small amount 
(500 to 1000 Uganda 
Shillings/£0.20 to £0.40) 
for somewhere to sleep 
for the night. The families 
here are typically unable 
to find children’s’ school 
fees and have to weigh up very basic necessities daily.

Some who are found there might have escaped the war in the DRC. Some 
children I had seen there I was informed had travelled from a northern region 
called Karamoja and would be gathering scraps they could muster in order to 
try and sell in Owino market in Kampala.

There is also a music store there run by Overdose whereby Pascal suggested 
a volunteer who is keen on music and enterprise may get involved.

MYDEL’s role is to help with a regular street clean-up, referrals to other 
organisations for those affected by HIV and AIDS and helping to meet the basic 
needs of the community. A potential volunteer could spend time in any aspect 
of the above activities, from engaging the street children, helping develop 
their first aid toolkit and health resources, to fundraising initiatives (this could 
include time in MYDEL’s office). Pascal described his role in liaising between the 
community leaders and coordinating the activities of helpers who are both short 
and longer term.

TRUST NEWS

Shadwell Basin 
Outdoor Activity 
Centre - Tanzania
We have been informed that a group 
from this wonderful youth organisation 
are organising a visit to Tanzania to climb 
Mount Kilimanjaro, in early 2020. More 
news of this exciting project will follow 
later in the year. They have taken groups 
to Nepal in past years and we wish the 
members well in their preparations

Opportunities 
in Uganda: 
Trustee James 
visits Uganda
The Daneford Trust has long 
supported youth exchanges to 
Uganda. One being the Deptford 
Green School link in Lewisham 
Borough with St Kizito in Buglobi, 
a suburb of Kampala, Uganda’s 
capital. There was also a one-
off group of Ugandan volunteers 
with the Red Cross who came to 
Hackney and Tower Hamlets in 
2002. I have remained in contact 
since with a school teacher, Mr 
Bbosa from this group from the 
Mukono Red Cross, hence my 
link with the town Mukono and its 
High School. This will be explored 
as my intention was to revisit this 
school to further the opportunity of 
a placement in the future

Individual volunteers have gone 
to Uganda with support from the 
Trust however very little has been 
made of this opportunity and it 
seemed worthy of a promotion! My 
visit saw the chance for the Trust 
to formalise a partnership between 
the two placements that could host 
a young volunteer: MYDEL and 
Mukono High School.

Finally, came the opportunity 
of meeting the former school 
principal of St Kizito School, who 
has visited Deptford Green School 
several times, with groups of staff 
and students. Her name is Mrs 
Elizabeth Odyek and  
has since established her  
own primary school.

Ms Odyek and I had a conversation over coffee in Kampala. 
I had met her once before in 2010 when she brought a 
group of Ugandan students to visit Deptford Green School 
in Lewisham. Wendy Bisiker, another Daneford Trust trustee 
then worked at Deptford Green and coordinated the Global 
Schools Partnership with St Kizito, Uganda for ten years. 

At this time, Ms Odyek informed me her organisation is 
growing and is interested in reading promotion and building 
up a children’s library. Ms Odyek offered to email the Trust 
with a profile about her organisation.

James Robinson (Chair of Trustees, 2018/19)

Mengo Youth Development Link (MYDEL)  
Kampala project.
MYDEL is located in the community of Kisenyi-Mengo. This is an overlooked 
and economically neglected suburb of Kampala. I first visited MYDEL way back 
in 2008 which was my third trip to Uganda. Since that time, the founder, Mr 
Pascal Lutaya, has mobilised land and developed his reach within the area 
considerably to include support from the Kampala City Council Mayor and 
international partnerships. MYDEL have also hosted several volunteers from 
across the world, be they individual young people and exchange groups. 

MYDEL are very excited and in my view well placed to host a Daneford Trust 
volunteer in two or three of their different activities in which they directly support 
the vulnerable groups. This can be negotiated between the volunteer and 
MYDEL with the Trust’s input.

Street children outreach programme.
MYDEL have a disused garage space which is now for young people to relax 
and be safe. Many children travel to Kampala the capital perhaps escaping 
conflict in the north of the country or in neighbouring Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC). Others might have fled or been pushed away by their families 
due to any range of social difficulty, be it domestic violence, poverty or the 
death of a parent or main carer.

These children had access to MYDEL workers on the ground for advice and 
food. Each day there would be maize porridge “posho” and beans prepared. I 
was told of a very young mother who arrived and was blind. At the time of my 
visit, the workers were trying to ascertain more about her background in order 
to know what to do for her.

The duties of a prospective volunteer can include counselling and helping the 
Ugandan staff rehabilitate the children.

Volunteering within the slum outreach programme of 
Kisenyi-Mengo.

Nansana Children’s Home.
Nansana was already 
built and running when 
I visited MYDEL around 
2011. Volunteers 
who are specifically 
interested in education, 
may teach a variety of 
subjects or help with 
cooking and also fun 
activities. Guidance 
and counselling is also 
a possibility. On this 
occasion, I saw a number of teaching classrooms as well as 
the board facilities where some children reside on site.

Soccer Academy.
MYDEL are very active in coordinating a soccer academy for 
children at Nansana School and if this would be of interest to 
volunteers, it could provide opportunities. This can also be an 
outreach activity to target the street children.

Next steps for the Daneford Trust  
and MYDEL. 
Finally, Pascal and the Daneford Trust now have a working 
partnership agreement drafted and can support a volunteer in 
finding suitable accommodation. MYDEL are in the process of 
planning a hostel for volunteers which when completed, could 
promote international volunteering in a more sustained way.

As mentioned above, MYDEL have hosted many volunteers. 
Pascal helpfully shared some anecdotes with me, some 
being positive while others helping equip themselves 
as an organisation to use their learning to inform a 
volunteering code of conduct.

Essentially, MYDEL request that any volunteer 
must abide by their rules and values which are about 
respecting local priorities, food shelter and clothing 
being the main shortages for the vulnerable young 
people. The preferred time-frame for volunteers would 
be between February and November. Pascal also 
stated that if given advance notice, MYDEL can meet 
an incoming volunteer at the airport in Entebbe and may 
also accompany the volunteer out on visits to Kampala 
where needed to help ensure basic safety.

Pascal at Nansana School 
and Childrens Home

MYDEL office in Kampala

James with Ex head Mrs Elizabeth Odyek, 
St Kizito's School Uganda

James with young 
people of the street

An informal meeting was set up with senior teachers 
in regard to the trust’s interest in a potential assistant 
teacher placement (picture shows James Robinson, 
Chris Bbosa and Mr Mukwasa – the Deputy Head 
with academic responsibility). Unfortunately, the school 
head teacher was unavailable at this time however the 
following was discussed.

Each term is for three months and timing for a potential 
volunteer would need to take this into account. Mr Bbosa 
offered to connect me with the school head by email. 
Mukono High School have an existing school to school 
link with a school in Guildford, Surrey and speak well 
of exchanges. In relation to further international links, 
they are positive and this might benefit from further 
communication with the Daneford Trust. 

Mrs Elizabeth Odyek.

Mukono High School

TRUST NEWS
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Our Partners

Thanks again to our supporters:

Hackney Half 
Marathon 

19th May 2019.
AGM 

June 2019, date and 
venue tbc.

British London 
10K Run

21st July 2019.

Independence/
National Days 

(Spring/Summer): 

Zimbabwe:
18th April.

Sierra Leone:
27th April.
Guyana:
26th May.
Jamaica:

August 6th.

Thanks to the following organisations for their recent support 
for the Trust: Special thanks to the several ‘Anon(s)’, Mr Prem 
Goyal MBE; The K E Prideaux Brune’s Charitable Settlement. 
Thanks also go to the following for their continuing, loyal support 
towards our overseas volunteers: The Biggs Trust, The Cole 
Trust; The Grimmitt Trust; the Lord Mayor’s 800th Anniversary 
Awards Trust; Lorraine Anderson Memorial Fund; The Florence 
and Don McGregor Trust; Sir Jack Petchey Foundation and 
Simon’s Charity.

Events & Dates 
for 2019:

www.facebook.com/
thedanefordtrust

www.twitter.com/ 
danefordtrust

username:
danefordtrust

www.youtube.com/ 
danefordtrust

www.flikr.com/
photos/danefordtrust

Text and Editing: 
Tony Stevens 

Design: 
Aysha Siddiqua

The Daneford Trust, 
Unit K,

Reliance Wharf,
2-10 Hertford Road,

London
N1 5EW.

Mobile: 
+44 (0)7957 574 317

Email: 
info@danefordtrust.org

Web: 
www.danefordtrust.org

Registered Company 
number
4329952

Registered Charity 
number
1094607

DTNL

Trust news

Pay it Forward: 
Mentors needed

More Fundraising...

*** James Robinson was elected as Chair of Trustees for 2018/19 and Tony Stevens 
has been appointed Company Secretary for the same period *** Congratulations to alumni 
Rofikul Islam’s marriage *** Congratulations too, to the birth of a new daughter (Nina) 
to alumni Liz Brown & Ed Dernylegh *** alumni Diana Evans launched her new book 
‘Ordinary People’ *** Congratulations on Aisha Bandele’s 60th Anniversary *** Finally: to 
our knowledge, London has recently welcomed two new High Commissioners from our 
partner countries: HE Ms Saida Muna Tasneem to the Bangladesh High Commission 
and HE Ms Linda Scott to the Namibia High Commission *** 

We continue to work closely with these 
and many other partners in London and 
overseas. This has included Springs of Hope 
(Southwark-Jamaica); The Centre for the 

Rehabilitation of the Paralysed (Bangladesh)/
The Valerie Taylor Trust (UK); Children Against 
Poverty, CAP (St Vincent); Friends of Namibia 
Committee, Youth Creating Change (Ghana).

Daneford Trust is looking for anyone with experience 
of overseas projects or community linking to 
support our upcoming projects. Could you share 
your valuable experiences and knowledge with our 
current volunteers or groups? This could be by 
email, telephone or in person, and can be flexible 
according to whatever time you are able to give. 
If you are interested, please call us on 07957 
574317 or email tony@danefordtrust.org

Support our 
ongoing work
Our regular supporters are vital in 
funding our ongoing youth volunteer 
projects in London and overseas. 
Could you help us continue our 
work by making a regular donation? 
To find out more, call us on 07957 
574317 or email tony@danefordtrust.
org. Thank you for your support!

Congratulations to James 
Robinson (Trustee) for his excellent 
run in the 2018 London Marathon 
in April. He raised just over £2,200 
for us, a great achievement. 
Trustee Wendy Bisiker ran the 
2018 Royal Parks Half Marathon 
raising money for books for Mrs 
Elizabeth Odyek’s school library in 
Uganda mentioned above. Many 
of you will recall that Wendy also ran the 2016 London Marathon for 
the Trust. As if this was not enough, she also ran the 2018 British 
London 10K in July, together with James Robinson (again!) and Tony 
Stevens. They raised £750 for the Trust and thanks to them too.

This year (so far) sees the very same Wendy Bisiker and Tony 
Stevens both running the 2019 Hackney Half Marathon on Sunday 19th May. Our fund-raising site 
is: http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/TheDanefordRunners. At the time of writing we have 
raised over £720 which is excellent. All donations welcome! We will almost certainly have our 
regular team of six runners participating in the 2019 the British London 10K on Sunday 21st July. If 
anyone would like to join this hardy band of runners please get in touch! tony@danefordtrust.org

2018 British London 10K 
Run. l-r Tony Stevens, Glain 

Jones, Wendy Bisiker and 
James Robinson


