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WE ARE PROUD TO
ANNOUNCE THAT OUR
NEW WEBSITE IS UP
AND RUNNING!

Members of Leedo World
Cricket Cup team, London 2019
distributing food to the needy,
Dhaka, April 2020

WWW.
DANEFORDTRUST.
ORG.UK
PLEASE VISIT.
ALL YOUR COMMENTS
ARE WELCOME.
JAMES ROBINSON,
CHAIR OF TRUSTEES

orting young people,
OVER 30 years of supp
working towards social justice,
sustainable futures and cultur
al exchange

ELSEWHERE IN THIS ISSUE:
• SHADWELL SAILORS CLIMBING
KILIMANJARO IN TANZANIA
• HACKNEY POLICE CADETS
IN THE GAMBIA
• SWIM AND READING TEACHING
IN THE GRENADINES
• SCIENCE TEACHING IN GHANA
• RUNNING 2020 HACKNEY
HALF-MARATHON
• NEW WORKER FOR THE TRUST

Trust founder Tony Stevens representing the
Daneford Trust at the St Vincent & the Grenadines
40th Anniversary of Independence,. HE Mr Cenio
Lewis (R) and renowned singer Lornette Nedd

2020 IS THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE UNITED NATIONS. ALSO, CONGRATULATIONS
TO PEOPLE OF ST VINCENT & THE GRENADINES ON
THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE, 2019 AND
TO THE PEOPLE OF NAMIBIA AND ZIMBABWE ON
THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE, 2020

OVERSEAS VOLUNTEER PROGRAMME

TRUST NEWS

A Changing World:
When we first started to assemble
material for this Newsletter (just
before Xmas) the world was a very
different place. The global Covid-19
pandemic has affected all walks of
life in ways that few could have
ever have imagined. Daneford
Trustees have responded in a
number of ways:
1. Our current plans are very much
set on planning for the future.
2. Our AGM, training events,
volunteer and youth exchange

2019 AGM
A somewhat smaller number
of guests and volunteers
braved heavy wind and rain
to join us for the 2019 AGM
last November. This was held
at Shadwell Outdoor Activity
Centre in Wapping, next to
the River Thames.
Trustees Ayodele
Bandele, Ed Clayton,
Wendy Bisiker, James
Robinson and Mike Wardle
were all re-elected for a further
year. We say farewell to
Vanessa Petroni and Cristiana
Tisca. We are truly grateful
for all their time and effort
and wish them well for their
futures.
The 2018 Accounts were
presented and accepted. We
thank Goldwins Accountants
for their diligent work with us
and we are grateful that they
will continue to work with us.
After formal business,
overseas volunteer Akilah
Higgins gave a very
interesting presentation,
accompanied with excellent
images of her second
placement with the Danny
Scrubb Summer School
on Union Island, in St
Vincent & the Grenadines,
last August. This was
followed by a presentation
from Richmond Amoah
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projects have all been re-scheduled
to take place from the early Autumn.
Further details will follow.
3. We are still recruiting overseas
volunteer projects for 2021.
Details on the website.
4. Trustees will hold all meetings
‘On-line’ for the time being. One has
already been convened and this was
very successful. We are thankful
to trustee Wendy Bisiker for
setting this up.

and Josiah Mutupa who
participated in the successful
theatre exchange between the
Young Vic Theatre and the
Nhimbe Trust in Bulawayo,
Zimbabwe. The Trust hopes to
continue the partnership with
both Danny Scrubb School
and the Nhimbe Trust.
We were fortunate to be
joined by one of our Alumni
Michaela Mathieu-Marius
who worked in St Lucia in
2015. Michaela reported
on a project to Rwanda she
organised with members of
her church, which included 10
young people. It was a
people-to-people project
and one of the most exciting
projects we have heard from.
Michaela hopes to keep the
relationship going.
As a testament to the value
of these experiences,
the Trust has received a grant
of £6,000 towards our staff rebuilding from a loyal supporter
(anon) who was with us that
evening. This comes with
assurances of further support,
subject to annual review. We
are grateful to our donor and
our presentors.
Our 2020 AGM will be
held in the early Autumn and
details will follow.

5. The 2020 Hackney Half Marathon
is to be re-scheduled for the
Autumn. A Daneford Trust Team will
be ready.
6. Work will be done from home
as long as necessary, including
preparations for the appointment
of our new worker. Hopefully an
appointment can be made over
the Summer.
We wish all our supporters and
volunteers a healthy and joyful
remainder of the year!

2019 AGM

Overseas Volunteer Projects
Four volunteers have completed overseas volunteer work
placements (OVPs) since our last Newsletter. Akilah
Higgins, Eric Pringle and Sakinah SutherlandJones all travelled to St Vincent & the Grenadines last
Summer, to work as learning mentors with the Danny
Scrubb Summer School on Union Island. In November
Jessica Leedham travelled to Ghana for a three-month
placement to work with Youth Creating Change in
Sogakope, Volta Region.
The following comments were included in reports
received from Mrs Loretta Coy James, local
Headteacher and Danny Scrubb Summer School
project Director:
“Akilah (Higgins) led workshop in crafts, teaching the
children how to tie-dye clothing. In all the activities she
took part in, she ensured that all students participated
and learned. She really had an affinity with the students
and parents and played a crucial role in making the
Danny Scrubb 2019 Summer School a success.
Eric (Pringle) was very instrumental in … motivating the
students to improve their overall life skills and had already
built some bonds with our students.
The swimming project (organised by Sakinah
Sutherland-Jones) was very successful. An average
of 30 children attended each day and from feedback
received from parents their children are more confident at
swimming. Sakinah showed that she was very committed
to ensure that our children improve in every capacity;
reading and swimming. She has great leadership skills
and showed empathy and compassion to students
when needed. She was of great support to our summer
programme and ensured its success.”
Jessica Leedham from Newham was our first volunteer to
go to Africa for three years. Jessica had a very successful
placement, reflected in her interesting report:
“After much reflection of my three-month overseas
placement, I can honestly say it has been one of the best
experiences of my life. I learnt so much over such a short
amount of time and my experience alone in a foreign
country is something I will never forget.
Personally, I gained many skills that will help me in my
development. I have become much more confident when
meeting new people, trying new things and expressing

Michaela with
young people in
Rwanda, 2019

Jessica Leedham
giving science
lesson, Ghana

my talents. I’ve matured a lot as a person and have
begun to understand the world in its entirety,
not just what I can see.
My view on Africa as a whole has changed incredibly
too. Learning more about a culture I have always been
fascinated about has been amazing. Listening to life
stories in Ghana has opened my eyes and has made
me humbler to the things I used to take for granted. For
example; free healthcare, maternity leave, clean water,
employment.
In conclusion, the experience as a whole has made me
much stronger as an individual and I loved every moment
of it. I will definitely be returning to Ghana again! Hopefully
very soon! “
An extract from Sakinah’s report on her work on
Union Island:
“The children made a massive improvement throughout
the one-month programme. In particular, they learnt how
to float, tread water, kick their legs and breath to the
side. The adults and children have asked for the swim
programme to last the whole summer next year, showing
that it was a success and they enjoyed it.
In the mornings I volunteered at the Reading Club, held
in the local primary school. My role was to help children
sound out letters and give them confidence in reading
a book. Many of the children struggled to read and
understand stories.
To make reading more interesting and fun I introduced
word games and tasks. The children enjoyed activities
such as charades, where they had to read a character,
object or animal and act it out. They also found hangman,
word searches, and crosswords very enjoyable.
The headteacher invited all of the children who took
part in either club and their parents to the local community
hall. I presented the children with certificates for both
swimming and reading and they were able to show their
parents their improved written work and tasks. Parents
brought snacks and food for the children, which they ate
afterwards to celebrate the summer as a group.
Before I left the island the children gifted me handmade thank you cards to express their appreciation.”
Sakinah is currently helping advise the Daneford Trust
on the possibilities of accreditation for future volunteers.

Jessica Leedham
with the winning
team, Ghana
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2019
Autumn
Awayday/
Seminar
On Saturday 26th
October, Trustees and
volunteers attended
our annual Autumn
Seminar held this year
in the Shadwell Basin
Outdoor Activity Centre.
Participants had the
opportunity to share
their experiences
through very
strong Power Point
presentations involving
work in Nepal, St Vincent
& the Grenadines and
Zimbabwe. Members
of the Shadwell Basin
Sailing Centre, who are
planning to climb Mt
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania
later this year
also attended.

Future
projects:
2020/2021

There are currently four
volunteers preparing to
work overseas possibly
later this year or next
year: Dwiesha Brown
(Southwark) and Tukya
Campbell (Hackney)
are planning to work
in Jamaica; Sakinah
Sutherland-Jones
is planning a second
project to Union Island,
St Vincent and Norbert
Makoche (Bulawayo), is
planning a placement in
London next Summer,
with support from
the Nhimbe Trust in
Bulawayo. Although
temporarily ‘on hold’ at
the time of writing, we
will be ready to re-start
preparation on training
for these placements as
soon as possible.

Recruitment and Promotion

Since our last Newsletter,
our recruitment stall has
participated in Fresher’s Fairs
at Hackney, Tower Hamlets
and Westminster FE Colleges,
Leyton 6th Form College
and Chislehurst and Sidcup
Grammar School. We were
also invited to participate in
Gateway Housing Association’s
Community Fair in Mile End.
Thanks to Akilah Higgins,
James Robinson, Tony Stevens
and Sakinah SutherlandJones for their help with these
important events.
Please let us know
of any university, FE
college, sixth form or
youth and community
organisation that might
like to invite us along to
give a presentation on the
opportunities and support
we have on offer.
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Sakinah SutherlandJones with young
people, Union Island

Sakinah, Eric and Akilah
on sponsored SeacoleJones Walk, to raise funds
for their projects in St
Vincent & the Grenadines

Community Partnerships/Links
A Cricket World Cup for Street Connected Children

The first Cricket World Cup for
street-connected children took
place ahead of the 2019 ICC
Cricket World Cup in England
and Wales. The organisers,
Street Child United
invited street connected
children and leaders from
around the world to play
in their own international
cricket tournament, to raise
awareness and tackle
the widespread stigma
and negative treatment
they face. On the pitch, 8
national teams, both girls
and boys, represented their
countries. Off the pitch, the
young people will make
their voices heard and make
recommendations to help
improve the lives of street children worldwide.
This was a wonderful experience for so many young
people and their workers. The project started on April
28th and the Bangladesh team of four girls and four
boys was led by Leedo Director Forhad Hossain. They
joined teams from Congo (DRC), India, Mauritius, Nepal,
Tanzania, the UK and the West Indies in the heats which
were played in Cambridge from 29th April to 6th May.
The finals were held in a glorious day at the MCC Lords
Cricket Ground on Tuesday 7th May. We are proud to
announce that our noble, young team came 4th out of
eight teams.
Alongside Friends of Street Children Bangladesh,
the Daneford Trust hosted the team for a few extra
days. These included a fun cricket match against
the MPs All Party Parliamentary Group Team on the
afternoon of Thursday 9th May on Victoria Park Gardens,
Westminster. The High Commissioner for Bangladesh,
HE Ms Saida Muna Tasneem umpired the game. This
was followed by a reception in the Jubilee Room of the
House of Commons, hosted by former MP Anne Main.
They were a wonderful group of young people
and staff. Seemingly never phased by the London
Underground or the pouring rain, they completed a
packed programme including a welcome reception held
in Canary Wharf, hosted by the Canary Wharf Group
plc. Where the group gave their first cultural presentation
and met, amongst others Monty Panesar, top England
Test (spin) bowler. The also visited Mulberry Academy
School Shoreditch, where they played indoor cricket
and engaged with a group of Year 9 and Year 10
students. It was a very enjoyable morning. We thank
the staff, in particular Ms Julie Cordice for their very
warm welcome.

Leedo Cricket Team

Friends of Street Children, Bangladesh is chaired by
former Vice Chair of Daneford Trust, Mike Sherriff. Mike
spends half his time in Bangladesh and is regular visitor
to Leedo. His latest report is that all is well, they have a
safety plan for the pandemic. and six members of the
cricket team are currently helping distribute food and
assistance to the needy in Dhaka. It is encouraging to
hear that former exchange participants are continuing to
develop their social awareness in such a way.
www.friendsofscbd.wordpress.com
From Joe Wroe, Director, Street Child United
“The often-overlooked word in our title is United. During
this time, we are in daily contact with our partners around
the globe and it is clear that being united will help us get
through it. The effects of the lock down are affecting all
of our project leaders and young people, and by uniting
and sharing the right information, we can inspire each
other to take the right action at the right time and to
eventually overcome this very challenging situation.
All indications are that the coronavirus will have its
most devasting effects in deprived usually urban areas
across the developing world, places where the majority
of our teams and projects come from.
Our projects and young people always find a way
to inspire us, many of our young leaders are involved
in promoting good hygiene and several of our projects
are leading the way in feeding their communities whilst
practicing social distancing.” Posted 9th April 2020.
www.street-child.co.uk
Members of the Leedo cricket team are currently
helping distribute food and assistance to the needy in
Dhaka. It is encouraging to hear that former exchange
participants are continuing to develop their social
awareness in such a way. A wonderful community.
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Ashdon Girls Jazz Academy – The Gambia

Hackney Volunteer Police Cadets:
2020 Gambia Project
Ten young people and two leaders from Hackney Volunteer
Police Cadets Gambia Project organised their annual visit
to the Gambia for an education and training project in rural
schools in the Gambia in March. By tradition, participants
completed an ASDAN volunteering accreditation as well as
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (Gold). PC Tom Morris, project
co-ordinator sent us this:
“We returned from The Gambia on Tuesday after another very
successful trip – The cadets got a lot from the experience and
enjoyed themselves very much. Please have a look at the video
they made about the trip by clicking on the link:
https://youtu.be/SmyLHnEUatc
Thank you again for your support, it really is a great help.
PC Tom Morris”
We hope to meet and hear from members of the group,
later in the year.

Hackney
Volunteer
Police Cadets

Hackney
Volunteer Police
Cadets with locals

Shadwell Basin
Outdoor Activity
Centre - Tanzania,
2020/2021

Shadwell Basin Group
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The group have been busy fund-raising and preparing
for this project, which is which is to take place in the
late autumn 2020 or early 2021, to be confirmed.
Trustees James Robinson (Chair) and Mike Wardle
(also Director of the Shadwell Centre) recently visited
contacts at the Consortium for Street Children,
to enquire about community engagement whilst
they are in Tanzania. There is great potential to work
on here and although the centre is closed
at the time of writing, more news of this
project will follow later in the year.
www.shadwell-basin.co.uk

This project came to our notice by Trustee Richmond
Amoah, when two young women gave Richmond a
leaflet about their exchange project with young women in
Gambia, in March. Richmond and Tony Stevens visited the
group and were inspired by the determination and vision of
the young people and their staff. This project is temporary
on hold and further news will follow as soon as possible.
We quote from the project website, www.
ashdonjazzacademy.org:
“The Ashdon Jazz Academy has been working with
young females for the past four years. The charity works
hard to support young ladies women lacking in selfconfidence, by helping them recognise and embrace their
skills, talents and power.
The Gambia Girls Gift Trip aims for the young women we
have been working with to simply GIVE BACK and share
what they have learnt to enhance more disadvantaged
young ladies in Gambia who have limited educational
opportunities. We will be bringing 14 young ladies to
Gambia in July 2020 as part of the Gambia Girls Give Back
Trip. There are a number of outcomes we hope to achieve:

• Girls will be able to give back all that they have learnt to a
much needed female youth community.
• Girls will be motivated to make a difference in the world
and gain a sense of global accountability.
• Girls will begin to learn and understand another setting
and gain first hand experiences of another culture.
• The trip will involve the girls designing, and creating selfaffirmation gift toiletries packs that they will distribute to their
female peers who attend Mansea Colley school.
• The girls will deliver a presentation focussed on ICT skills
and attend the Gambian school for a day.
• The girls will also be collecting donations such as toys,
books and stationery, to deliver to a local orphanage in
Gambia.
• Transporting our young ladies away into a new
environment will lead them to rely and get in touch with their
own self for resiliency, encouragement and preservation.

New
Trustees

Richmond Amoah

We are delighted to
report that we have
two new Trustees,
Akilah Higgins and
Richmond Amoah.
As mentioned
elsewhere, both
are DT Alumni
from previous
exchange projects.
Akilah is currently
a social carer
and she recently
worked in Union
Island, St Vincent
and Richmond
participated in a
theatre exchange
with young people
in Bulawayo. He
also completed
placement with
International
Citizenship Service
ICS) in India.

Akilah Higgins

The Ashdon Jazz Academy is a firm believer that young
women united are powerful and together they can create
social change as well as raising awareness of importance
issues that affect young ladies, home and globally.
Trisha Hewitt

Ashdon Jazz Academy
group raising funds for
Gambia project 2020/21'
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Community
Partnerships

We continue to work
closely with these and
many other partners in
London and overseas.
This has included
work with the Danny
Scrubb Summer School
(Union, St Vincent & the
Grenadines); Springs
of Hope (SouthwarkJamaica); The Centre for
the Rehabilitation of the
Paralysed (Bangladesh)/
The Valerie Taylor Trust
(UK); Children Against
Poverty, CAP (St Vincent);
Friends of Namibia
Committee; Leedo Street
Children’s Project (Dhaka,
Bangladesh); The Youth
Creating Change (Ghana);
Tower Hamlets and
Westminster FE Colleges,
Leyton 6th Form Centre
and Sidcup Grammar
School, Bexley.

Events for 2020
(subject to
confirmation):
AGM
2020 (tbc)
Autumn Seminar
October (tbc)
Hackney Half
Marathon
2020 – October (tbc)
Forthcoming
Independence/
National Days:
Guyana
26th May
Jamaica
6th August
Botswana
30th September
Uganda
9th October
Zambia
24th October
St Vincent and the
Grenadines
27th October
Barbados
30th November
Tanzania
9th December
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Thanks again to all of our supporters:
Continued thanks to the following organisations for their
recent support for the Trust: Special thanks to the several
‘Anon(s)’, The K E Prideaux Brune Charitable Settlement.
Thanks also go to the following Trust’s for their continuing,
loyal support towards our overseas volunteers: ‘Anon’, The
Biggs Trust, The Grimmitt Trust; the Lord Mayor’s 800th
Anniversary Awards Trust; Lorraine Anderson Memorial
Fund; The Florence and Don McGregor Trust; Pamela Leung
Grant, Sir Jack Petchey Foundation and Simon’s Charity;
We are also very grateful to top comedian and writer
Micky Flanagan, who has donated a further £5,000
towards the Trust’s work. Of course, we are very grateful and
we are still waiting to thank him personally, once this
is possible.

Trust news

New Worker: The Trustees have received funding to
appoint a new worker, in our start to re-build our capacity.
Trustees Richmond Amoah, James Robinson and Mike
Wardle are leading on this. The main area of work being
discussed is outreach, Training & Projects. We were hoping
to appoint soon after Easter but this project is currently
on hold until the current situation is much clearer. Please
contact us if you would like to apply for this post, details
on website.
We were honoured to receive an invitation from the High
Commission for St Vincent & the Grenadines to attend
their 40th Anniversary of Independence in central
London on 28th October. The Trust was represented by our
founder, Tony Stevens, (photo of TS at SVG 40th). Friends
will know that HE Mr Cenio Lewis, High Commissioner in
London is a loyal patron of the Daneford Trust.
Masepeke Sekhukhuni, the Trust’s first in-coming
volunteer (Lambeth, 1995) is currently in the UK studying
for an MA in the Arts of Africa, Oceanic and Americas with
University of East Anglia. She is currently completing the
course ‘on-line’. The Trust are seeking support for her costs
for this course and for the longer-term outcome of these
studies i.e. her plans to open a museum in Soweto.
Masepeke writes: “My community needs museum
education for the reconstruction and development of identity,
which my country is struggling with to overcome the past. My
concern is with the children, all children but particularly black
children view of themselves in the midst of a resurgence in
world-wide racism. We are now living in a new era of new
museum of diversity, accessibility and inclusion - far from the
regressive views of racism and exclusivity. My view is that
the new museum is more than artefacts, but about people
as well. Museum has an important role to play in bridging
the historical gaps and distances, between different groups,
views and arenas of society...” You can find out more on:
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/MasepekeSekhukhuni
We were sad to hear, belatedly, of the death last year of
Mr Eric Cato. Eric was a long-time member of LB Hackney
Twinning Committee and founded the Hackney Friends of
Grenada (Hospitals), work for which he won an award from
his former home, Grenada. He was a regular attendee at
Daneford Trust events, notably our AGMs and he always
contributed to the Trust’s sponsored running events. He was
certainly a notable Hackney citizen and he is missed.

More fundraising...
Congratulations to Wendy
Bisiker and Tony Stevens for
their excellent run in the 2019
Hackney Half Marathon. Tony
has registered to run the
2020 Hackney Half Marathon,
hopefully later in Autumn.
His fund-raising site details
will be circulated nearer the
confirmed date.

DTNL
Text and Editing:
Tony Stevens
Design:
Aysha Siddiqua
The Daneford Trust,
Unit K,
Reliance Wharf,
2-10 Hertford Road,
London
N1 5EW.
Mobile:
+44 (0)7957 574 317
Email:
info@danefordtrust.
org.uk
Web:
www.danefordtrust.
org.uk
www.facebook.com/
thedanefordtrust
www.twitter.com/
danefordtrust
username:
danefordtrust
www.youtube.com/
danefordtrust
www.flikr.com/
photos/danefordtrust

Registered Company
number
4329952
Registered Charity
number
1094607

